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Hundreds of profes-
sional musicians make up 
the Midland-Odessa Sym-
phony & Chorale under the 
baton of Music Director 
and Conductor Gary Lewis.

These dedicated musi-
cians continue both their 
symphonic music and 
music education programs. 
For its 2017-2018 Season, 
MOSC offi cials said they 
are offering a fresh ap-
proach to the classics 
paired with the fun and 

excitement of pops and 
family concerts. 

West Texans are invited 
to join the Midland-Odessa 
Symphony & Chorale as 
they celebrate their 55th 
season. 

The opening night 
concert, Symphonie Fan-
tastique, is scheduled 
Sept. 9 with a repertoire 
of Berlioz’s “Symphony 
Fantastique” and “Roman 
Carnival Overture.” The 
evening is highlighted by 
renowned violinist Stephen 
Rose, performing Mozart’s 

“Violin Concerto No. 5.” 
Shostakovich performs 

in November with a mix 
of “La Forza del Destino 
Overture” by Verdi, Dvor-
ak’s “Symphony No. 9,” 
rounded out by the concert 
namesake Shostakovich’s 
“Cello Concerto 
No. 1” performed 
by MOSC’s prin-
cipal cellist Amy 
Huzjak. 

The third 
performance of the season 
highlights the timpani. 
Fanfare performs in Febru-
ary, with music by Tower 
and Tchaikovsky, featuring 
“Timpani Concerto” by 
Kraft. The fi nal Master-
works performance “Mr. 

Tambourine Man” is set 
to lyrics by poet laureate 
Bob Dylan, this Grammy 
Award winning musical 
composition by John Cori-
giliano will be performed 
by soprano Amy Burton.

Specially designed to 
entertain the 
entire family, the 
Pops & Family 
series presented 
by Lissa Noël 
Wagner with 

Frances Brown is for all 
ages. Opening the series is 
A Symphonic Night At The 
Movies “Oz With Orches-
tra.” Audiences will get a 
screening of the entire 1939 
classic fi lm “The Wizard of 
Oz” while the MOSC sym-

phony orchestra performs 
the beloved soundtrack.

What has become 
a holiday tradition is 
next with Sounds of the 
Season featuring tenor 
Brian Gravelle. Brass 
Transit will also be on the 
schedule. Considered the 
world’s foremost Chicago 
experience, the Toronto 
based group brings a 
show spanning all the hits 
from Chicago’s golden 
years. MOSC’s fi nale to 
the 55th season honors 
veterans, active military 
and fi rst responders with 
Celebrating Our Heroes 
featuring Aaron Copland’s 
“Lincoln Portrait” and 
other musical works cel-

ebrating this country.
Season tickets are on 

sale now. Receive up to 
two free concerts when 
you subscribe to the Grand 
Series. Visit mosc.org for 
offer details. Multi-tiered 
pricing levels are available 
to choose from, Master-
works series is free for 
students with any adult 
subscription or valid col-
lege ID. Single concert 
tickets available for pur-
chase now. Call or visit the 
Wagner Noël Box Offi ce at 
432-552-4437 from noon to 
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, or online at mosc.org.

O N  T H E  N E T
>> www,mosc.org

MOSC’s 55th season tickets on sale
Pops, family concerts and the 
classics are on the schedule

Come on baby, do ‘The Twist’
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The Odessa Links’ project 
HOPE (Homeless Opportuni-
ties for Personal Excellence) 
will get some help and Odes-
sans will get a chance to try 
out the 1960s dance craze “The 
Twist.”

Chubby Checker will 
headline an Aug. 11 concert 
and David Lee Garza Y Los 
Musicales and Fama will be on 
stage on Aug. 12. Concert pro-
ceeds benefi t HOPE.

Checker was born Ernest 
Evans in South Carolina and 
grew up in South Philadelphia. 
His mother took him to see 
Sugar Child Robinson, a child 
piano prodigy and also the 
famous country singer Ernest 
Tubb. A young Evans was so 
impressed, that he vowed to 
someday enter show business 
and took his fi rst step toward 
that goal by forming a street 
corner harmony group when 
he was 11.

By high school he was 
entertaining where he could 
and he also got this nickname, 
“Chubby” by his boss at a Pro-
duce Market, who also let the 
young singer perform through 
a loud speaker.

That boss, Henry Colt, 
would later help Checker do 
a private recording for Dick 
Clark. That led to his fi rst hit in 
1959 — “The Class.”

In June of 1959, Chubby 
recorded “The Twist” and by 
summer 1960 it was a hit that 
also introduced a new dancing 
concept — dancing apart to a 
beat.

In the fall of 1961, record in-
dustry history was made when 
Checker’s original hit record, 
“The Twist,” re-entered the 
charts and by January of 1962, 
it was back in the No. 1 posi-
tion. No other record before or 
since has accomplished that. 
Combining its 1960 run with 
its 1961/62 return, “The Twist” 
spent a nine month total on the 
U. S. best seller charts.

Chubby Checker mer-
chandise was everywhere, 
and included T-shirts, shoes, 
ties, dolls, raincoats, and 

chewing gum. His success 
continued for years with the 
release of one dance record 
after another, with “The Fly” 
and “Let’s Twist Again,” for 
which he won a Grammy for 
the “Best Rock Performance.” 
More hit records followed. 
“Slow Twistin,” “Dancin’ 
Party,” “Popeye the Hitch-
hiker” and “The Limbo Rock” 
all came along in 1962.

In 1988, Checker recorded 
a different version called “Yo 
Twist” with the Fat Boys. This 
song went to No. 14 on the 
charts.

In 2000, Chubby branched 
out into the snack food busi-
ness commemorating 40 years 
of “The Twist” with Chocolate 
Checker Bars, Beef Jerky, Hot 
Dogs, and Popcorn, all to be 
washed down with Girl of the 
World Water (dedicated to his 
wife).

“The Limbo Rock Remix” 

and “The Original Master of 
The Dance Hall Beat,” released 
in 2004, became a top Disney 
Radio hit.

In 2007, he returned to the 
charts yet again with “Knock 
Down The Walls,” Billboard’s 
No. 1 dance track. Today, he 
continues to tour. He is quoted 
on his website:

“It’s the fans. The energy I 
get from singing and dancing 
with all these people over the 

years is unlike anything else I 
experience. I never want it to 
end.”

The Aug. 12 show features 
headliner David Lee Garza, 
who is a familiar name to Te-
jano fans after more than 30 
years in the business. His ac-
cordion style well known and 
he has collaborated with many 
artists including Little Joe y 
La Familia, Cory Morrow and 
Kevin Fowler.

IF YOU GO
>> What: 
Sixth An-
nual Hope 

Fest featur-
ing The 
Geezers 

and Chubby 
Checker 

hosted by 
Odessa 
Links.

>> When: 
7 p.m. to 

11 p.m. 
Aug. 11.

>> Where: 
Ector 

County 
Coliseum.

>> Tickets: 
$25 in ad-
vance, $30 
at the door.
>> More in-
formation: 

Call 432-
582-0099 

for sponsor 
tables (tax 
deductible)
>> Who is 
helped: 

Proceeds 
ben-

efi t Odessa 
Links’ Proj-
ect HOPE 

(Homeless 
Opportuni-

ties for 
Personal 

Excellence).

IF YOU GO
>> What: Sixth Annual Hope Fest featuring FAMA 

and David Lee Garza Y Los Musicales.
>> When: 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Aug. 12.
>> Where: Ector County Coliseum.

>> More information: Call 432-582-0099 for sponsor tables (tax deductible)
>> Who is helped: Proceeds benefi t Odessa Links’ Project HOPE (Homeless 

Opportunities for Personal Excellence).

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHUBBYCHECKER.COM

The Sixth Annual Hope Fest will be headlined on Aug. 11 by Chubby Checker.

COURTESY PHOTO

Los Musicales will perform on Aug.12 at the Ector County Coliseum.

Chubby Checker, David Lee Garza 
and Fama headline two nights of Hope Fest

In June of 
1959, Chubby 

recorded 
“The Twist” 

and by 
summer 1960 
it was a hit 
that also 

introduced a 
new dancing 
concept — 

dancing apart 
to a beat.

SCOTT STAPP
The Make America Rock Again tour 

featuring Scott Stapp (Creed), 
Drowning Pool, Sick Puppies and Trapt 

at 8:30 p.m. Aug. 11 at Dos Amigos. 
www.dosamigos.com/events/index.

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS
Don’t miss the free City of Odessa sponsored concerts 

on Fridays this summer. Tonight’s act is A Tribute to Soul 
featuring Mark Lyon and the LA All-Stars. Concerts begin 

at sundown and are at Noel Plaza, next to the Ector County 
Library. Bad weather means move to Deaderick Hall at OC. 

Get the full schedule at facebook.com/odessaarts.
tICKeT!

>> WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FOR THE PERMIAN BASIN

THROW SOME POPCORN
Don’t miss the downtown drama during Summer 

Mummers or Psychedilc Trip to the Summer of ’69 
running weekends through Sept. 2 at the Yucca 

Theatre, 208 N. Colorado St., in Midland. The annual 
show helps fund the Midland Community Theatre. 

Tickets are $12-$25. Visit MCTmidland.org.
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Hundreds of profes-
sional musicians make up 
the Midland-Odessa Sym-
phony & Chorale under the 
baton of Music Director 
and Conductor Gary Lewis.

These dedicated musi-
cians continue both their 
symphonic music and 
music education programs. 
For its 2017-2018 Season, 
MOSC offi cials said they 
are offering a fresh ap-
proach to the classics 
paired with the fun and 

excitement of pops and 
family concerts. 

West Texans are invited 
to join the Midland-Odessa 
Symphony & Chorale as 
they celebrate their 55th 
season. 

The opening night 
concert, Symphonie Fan-
tastique, is scheduled 
Sept. 9 with a repertoire 
of Berlioz’s “Symphony 
Fantastique” and “Roman 
Carnival Overture.” The 
evening is highlighted by 
renowned violinist Stephen 
Rose, performing Mozart’s 

“Violin Concerto No. 5.” 
Shostakovich performs 

in November with a mix 
of “La Forza del Destino 
Overture” by Verdi, Dvor-
ak’s “Symphony No. 9,” 
rounded out by the concert 
namesake Shostakovich’s 
“Cello Concerto 
No. 1” performed 
by MOSC’s prin-
cipal cellist Amy 
Huzjak. 

The third 
performance of the season 
highlights the timpani. 
Fanfare performs in Febru-
ary, with music by Tower 
and Tchaikovsky, featuring 
“Timpani Concerto” by 
Kraft. The fi nal Master-
works performance “Mr. 

Tambourine Man” is set 
to lyrics by poet laureate 
Bob Dylan, this Grammy 
Award winning musical 
composition by John Cori-
giliano will be performed 
by soprano Amy Burton.

Specially designed to 
entertain the 
entire family, the 
Pops & Family 
series presented 
by Lissa Noël 
Wagner with 

Frances Brown is for all 
ages. Opening the series is 
A Symphonic Night At The 
Movies “Oz With Orches-
tra.” Audiences will get a 
screening of the entire 1939 
classic fi lm “The Wizard of 
Oz” while the MOSC sym-

phony orchestra performs 
the beloved soundtrack.

What has become 
a holiday tradition is 
next with Sounds of the 
Season featuring tenor 
Brian Gravelle. Brass 
Transit will also be on the 
schedule. Considered the 
world’s foremost Chicago 
experience, the Toronto 
based group brings a 
show spanning all the hits 
from Chicago’s golden 
years. MOSC’s fi nale to 
the 55th season honors 
veterans, active military 
and fi rst responders with 
Celebrating Our Heroes 
featuring Aaron Copland’s 
“Lincoln Portrait” and 
other musical works cel-

ebrating this country.
Season tickets are on 

sale now. Receive up to 
two free concerts when 
you subscribe to the Grand 
Series. Visit mosc.org for 
offer details. Multi-tiered 
pricing levels are available 
to choose from, Master-
works series is free for 
students with any adult 
subscription or valid col-
lege ID. Single concert 
tickets available for pur-
chase now. Call or visit the 
Wagner Noël Box Offi ce at 
432-552-4437 from noon to 
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, or online at mosc.org.

O N  T H E  N E T
>> www,mosc.org

MOSC’s 55th season tickets on sale
Pops, family concerts and the 
classics are on the schedule

Come on baby, do ‘The Twist’
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The Odessa Links’ project 
HOPE (Homeless Opportuni-
ties for Personal Excellence) 
will get some help and Odes-
sans will get a chance to try 
out the 1960s dance craze “The 
Twist.”

Chubby Checker will 
headline an Aug. 11 concert 
and David Lee Garza Y Los 
Musicales and Fama will be on 
stage on Aug. 12. Concert pro-
ceeds benefi t HOPE.

Checker was born Ernest 
Evans in South Carolina and 
grew up in South Philadelphia. 
His mother took him to see 
Sugar Child Robinson, a child 
piano prodigy and also the 
famous country singer Ernest 
Tubb. A young Evans was so 
impressed, that he vowed to 
someday enter show business 
and took his fi rst step toward 
that goal by forming a street 
corner harmony group when 
he was 11.

By high school he was 
entertaining where he could 
and he also got this nickname, 
“Chubby” by his boss at a Pro-
duce Market, who also let the 
young singer perform through 
a loud speaker.

That boss, Henry Colt, 
would later help Checker do 
a private recording for Dick 
Clark. That led to his fi rst hit in 
1959 — “The Class.”

In June of 1959, Chubby 
recorded “The Twist” and by 
summer 1960 it was a hit that 
also introduced a new dancing 
concept — dancing apart to a 
beat.

In the fall of 1961, record in-
dustry history was made when 
Checker’s original hit record, 
“The Twist,” re-entered the 
charts and by January of 1962, 
it was back in the No. 1 posi-
tion. No other record before or 
since has accomplished that. 
Combining its 1960 run with 
its 1961/62 return, “The Twist” 
spent a nine month total on the 
U. S. best seller charts.

Chubby Checker mer-
chandise was everywhere, 
and included T-shirts, shoes, 
ties, dolls, raincoats, and 

chewing gum. His success 
continued for years with the 
release of one dance record 
after another, with “The Fly” 
and “Let’s Twist Again,” for 
which he won a Grammy for 
the “Best Rock Performance.” 
More hit records followed. 
“Slow Twistin,” “Dancin’ 
Party,” “Popeye the Hitch-
hiker” and “The Limbo Rock” 
all came along in 1962.

In 1988, Checker recorded 
a different version called “Yo 
Twist” with the Fat Boys. This 
song went to No. 14 on the 
charts.

In 2000, Chubby branched 
out into the snack food busi-
ness commemorating 40 years 
of “The Twist” with Chocolate 
Checker Bars, Beef Jerky, Hot 
Dogs, and Popcorn, all to be 
washed down with Girl of the 
World Water (dedicated to his 
wife).

“The Limbo Rock Remix” 

and “The Original Master of 
The Dance Hall Beat,” released 
in 2004, became a top Disney 
Radio hit.

In 2007, he returned to the 
charts yet again with “Knock 
Down The Walls,” Billboard’s 
No. 1 dance track. Today, he 
continues to tour. He is quoted 
on his website:

“It’s the fans. The energy I 
get from singing and dancing 
with all these people over the 

years is unlike anything else I 
experience. I never want it to 
end.”

The Aug. 12 show features 
headliner David Lee Garza, 
who is a familiar name to Te-
jano fans after more than 30 
years in the business. His ac-
cordion style well known and 
he has collaborated with many 
artists including Little Joe y 
La Familia, Cory Morrow and 
Kevin Fowler.

IF YOU GO
>> What: 
Sixth An-
nual Hope 

Fest featur-
ing The 
Geezers 

and Chubby 
Checker 

hosted by 
Odessa 
Links.

>> When: 
7 p.m. to 

11 p.m. 
Aug. 11.

>> Where: 
Ector 

County 
Coliseum.

>> Tickets: 
$25 in ad-
vance, $30 
at the door.
>> More in-
formation: 

Call 432-
582-0099 

for sponsor 
tables (tax 
deductible)
>> Who is 
helped: 

Proceeds 
ben-

efi t Odessa 
Links’ Proj-
ect HOPE 

(Homeless 
Opportuni-

ties for 
Personal 

Excellence).

IF YOU GO
>> What: Sixth Annual Hope Fest featuring FAMA 

and David Lee Garza Y Los Musicales.
>> When: 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Aug. 12.
>> Where: Ector County Coliseum.

>> More information: Call 432-582-0099 for sponsor tables (tax deductible)
>> Who is helped: Proceeds benefi t Odessa Links’ Project HOPE (Homeless 

Opportunities for Personal Excellence).
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The Sixth Annual Hope Fest will be headlined on Aug. 11 by Chubby Checker.
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Los Musicales will perform on Aug.12 at the Ector County Coliseum.

Chubby Checker, David Lee Garza 
and Fama headline two nights of Hope Fest

In June of 
1959, Chubby 

recorded 
“The Twist” 

and by 
summer 1960 
it was a hit 
that also 

introduced a 
new dancing 
concept — 

dancing apart 
to a beat.

SCOTT STAPP
The Make America Rock Again tour 

featuring Scott Stapp (Creed), 
Drowning Pool, Sick Puppies and Trapt 

at 8:30 p.m. Aug. 11 at Dos Amigos. 
www.dosamigos.com/events/index.

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS
Don’t miss the free City of Odessa sponsored concerts 

on Fridays this summer. Tonight’s act is A Tribute to Soul 
featuring Mark Lyon and the LA All-Stars. Concerts begin 

at sundown and are at Noel Plaza, next to the Ector County 
Library. Bad weather means move to Deaderick Hall at OC. 

Get the full schedule at facebook.com/odessaarts.
tICKeT!

>> WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FOR THE PERMIAN BASIN

THROW SOME POPCORN
Don’t miss the downtown drama during Summer 

Mummers or Psychedilc Trip to the Summer of ’69 
running weekends through Sept. 2 at the Yucca 

Theatre, 208 N. Colorado St., in Midland. The annual 
show helps fund the Midland Community Theatre. 

Tickets are $12-$25. Visit MCTmidland.org.


